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Al - Thaghy Al . 'A'la Al - ’Andalusi
Political stady
during the period 95-316 A, H/714-928 A. D

_When the Muslims conquered the Iberian peninsula in the
year 92 AL H, (711 A, D. they got benefit from its river basins
stretching latitudinally making them defence lines to protect their
~gtate from the-dangers of the Christian states in the Notth; the
Apro river basin was made the first defence line which they called
“al - Thaghr al - 'A’la,” while they made the Taja river basin.into
a second defence line which they called ”al - Thaghr al - Awsat”,
and:al - Thaghr al - Adna.

I decided to study the political aspect of “al - Thaghy al - ’A’la”
because this region played a great role in the internal and external
_events of Andalusia. Most of the dengers. confronted by this country
came through this area adjacent to the Christian states in the
North. Moreover, this region was the focus of mutinies and
~uprisings which brought about many problems to the state.

The study consists of & foreword, five chapters and a

-~ vconclusion. The first chapter deals ~with the geography of al -

Thaghy al - 'A’la and its conguest, The chapter.is divided into-two

parts: The first deals with the natural and economiec geography of

al - ‘Thaghr al - A’1a” while thesecond part deals with the conguest
of the region by the Muslim army.

The second chapter deals with the study of al - Theghr
al - ’A’la as a base for the Muslim conguests. Thie chapter
conists of two. parts: The first shows the significance of al -
Thaghr al - *A’la as a base for the conquests in northern spain and

.<a8 a hase to enforce and back up the conguest; the second part
deals with the sighificance of this region.as a base for the conquests
beyond the Pyrenees mountains.

—$AY -



Mhe third chapter deals with the fight of al - Thaghr al - 'A’la
against the Christian forces. This chapter is divided into four
parts: The first deals with the role of that region in the fight
against the Navars the second deals with its role in the fight
against the Kingdom of Leon; the third shows its role in the war
against France and its Gothicstrongholdin North - Eastern Spain.
The fourth part discusses the role of the rogion in the war against
the Normans.

The fourth chapter consists of a study of the influential
families at al - Thaghr al - "A’la. It is divided into three - parts;
the first consists of a preleminary study of the growth of these
families, The relation of these families to the state of Gordnva has
been revealed; the second part discusses the political and marital
relations betwen these families and the Christans of the North;
the third part deals with the relations of these families to each
other and to other families in other parts of Spain.

{The fifth chapter deals with the opposition movements and
uprising in the region. It has been divided into two parts; the
first descusses and studies the mutinies and uprisings at the time
of the governors while the second studies these movements of the

emirate era.

The burden of the holy war against the Christian states in the
North fell upon the shoulders of al - Thaghr because of its
adjacency to these states which made it easy for the Muglim army
to penetrate deep into the enemy’s far targets. Moreover the
ahundance of the human element in the region and its ecomomic
prosperity turned its in Thabitants into strong warriors and
provided necessary supplies to the army while passing through the

Tegion.
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